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CORRECTION: These materials were gathered from a collection of hundreds
of pages of unidentified writings and were previously and mistakenly described
as an unpublished work in progress (which perhaps they were). Instead these
pages are hand written excerpts from "Chapter Nine: Nirvana - A Study in
Synthetic Buddhism" of the book "Gleanings in Buddha-Fields" by Lafcadio
Hearn. The book is available in its entirety at various sites on the internet.
Sincere apologies for not properly attributing these materials and the confusion
it may have caused.
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Nirvana

Nirvana means the extinction
of individual sensation,
emotion, thought, - the final
disintegration of conscious person-
-ality, - the annihilation of
everything that can be included
under the term �I� � This rightly
expresses one side of the
Budhist teaching.

--------------------

Self to the westerners signifies
feelings, ideas, memory, volition, will.
The Budhist, however, declares
all that we call Self to be false
He defines the Ego as a temporary
aggregate of sensations, impulses
ideas, created by the physical
+ mental experiences of the races
- all relating to the perishable
body,  + all doomed to dissolve
with it.

�The mind, the thoughts + all
the senses are subject to the
law of life + death. With the knowledge
of Self + the laws of birth + death
there is no grasping, + no sense-
-perception. Knowing one�s
self + knowing how the senses
act, there is no room for the
idea of �I�, or the ground for
framing it. The thought of
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Nirvana 

�Self� gives rise to all sorrows
binding the world as with fetters
but having found there is no
�I� , that can be bound, then all
these bonds are severed.�

From �Fo-Sho-Hing-Tsan King
---------------------------

The above text suggests very
plainly that consciousness is
not the Real Self, + that the mind
dies with the body.

We find therein a doctrine of
rebirth; but the existence of a
soul is denied. We are told
that the misfortunes of this life
are punishments of faults
committed in a previous life.
Yet personal transmigration
does not take place. We
find the statement that beings
are re-individualized; yet
both individuality + personality
are called illusions. How
can we reconcile the following
quotation from the first volume
of �The questions of King Milinda�

-----------------------

�The King said �Nagasena, is there
any one who after is not re-
-invidualised?� Nagasena
answered �A sinful being is
re-individualised; a sinless one
is not.� p - 50 -
�Is there such a thing as the soul?�
�There is no such thing as soul� (p - 86-89)
(p. III- In the highest sense, O King
there is no such thing.
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Nirvana (contd)   (2)

�Is there any being, Nagasena,
who transmigrates from this body
to another� � �No, there is not.� p 112.
�Where there is no transmigration,
Nagasena, can there be rebirth?�
�Yes, there can.�
Does he, Nagasena, who is about
to be reborn, know that he
will be reborn?� Yes, he knows
it, O King (p -113).
_________________________________

The Sutra of the Great Decease
furnishes an account of
the Eight Stages of Deliverance
leading to Nirvana, - the process
of absolute annihilation.
In 1st stage �  one retains the idea
of form - subjective + objective
�  2nd stage - he loses the subjective
idea of form, + views forms
an external phenomena only.
� 3rd stage the sense of the approaching
perception of larger truth
comes to him �
� 4th stage he passes beyond all ideas
of form, ideas of existence +
ideas of distinction, + thus remains
where only the idea of infinite
space,
� 5th stage � the idea of infinite space
vanishes, + the thought comes,
It is all infinite reason.
_________________________________

� 6th stage � the thought comes �Nothing
at all exists�.
_________________________________

� 7th stage � the idea of nothingness itself
vanishes.
� 8th stage � all sensations + ideas cease
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to exist, And after this comes
Nirvana.
_______________________________

Illusion produces action of karma;
karma, self-consciousness; self-
-consciousness, individuality;
Individuality, the senses; the senses,
contact; contact, feeling; feeling,
desire; desire, union; union,
conception; Conception, birth;
birth, sorrow + decrepitude +
Death;

By the Cessation of contact
feeling is destroyed; by that of
feeling, individuality; + by that
of individuality, self-consciousness.

__________

In Budhist philosophy there
is no personal transmigration
+ no individual permanent soul.

______________

�O Bhagvat, the idea of a self is
no idea; and the idea of a being
or a living person, or a person,
is no idea. And why? Because
the blessed Budhas are freed from
all ideas �� The Diamond Cutter

______________

The acts + thoughts are forces
integrating themselves into material
+ mental phenomena, - into what
we call objective + subjective appear-
-ances �
�The aggregate actions of all
sentient beings give birth to the
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Nirvana (contd) (3)

varieties of mountains, rivers, countries, etc.
Their eyes, nostrils, ears, tongues,
bodies � as well as their gardens, woods,
farms, residences, servants, + maids, -
men imagine to be their own possessions,
but they are, in truth, only results
produced  by innumerable actions.�

�Kuroda, outlines of
the Mahayana�

_______________

�Grass, trees, earth, - all these shall
become Budha� �Chuin-kyo�

_________

�Even swords + things of metal
are manifestations of spirit; within
them exist all virtues (or power)
in their fullest development +
perfection.� Hizo-Ho-Yaku.

___________

�When called sentient or non-
-sentient, matter is Law-Body�,
(or �spiritual body�) Chisho-Hisho

�The apparent Doctrine treats of
the four great elements (earth, fire,
water, air) as non-sentient. But
in the Hidden Doctrine these are
said to be the Sammya-Shin
(Samya-Kenja) or Body-Accordant
of the Nyorai (Tathagata)�

(Soku-Shin-Io-Bubu-Gi)

�When every phase of our mind
shall be in accord with the
mind of Budha ---- then there
will not be even one particle of
dust that does not enter into
Buddhahood� �Engaku-SHO�.

___________
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Nirvana   3, 2

The Karma � Ego we call Self is
mind and is body; both perpetually
decay; both are perpetually renewed.
There is no other birth or death but
the birth + death of karma in some
form or condition. There is one
Reality; but there is no permanent
individual, no constant personality
there is only phantom-self, +
phantom succeeds to phantom, as
undulation to undulation, over the
ghostly Sea of Birth + Death.  And
even as the storming of a sea is
a motion of undulation, not of
translation, - even as it is the form
of the wave only, not the wave itself
that travels, - so in the passing
of lives there is only the existing +
the vanishing of forms, - forms
mental, forms material, the
fathomless Reality does not pass.
�All forms� it is written in the
Kongo-Hannya-Haramitsu-Kyo
�are unreal; he who rises above
all forms is the Budha.�
________________________________

Beyond the false consciousness of
imperfect man � beyond sensation, per-
-ception, thought � wrapped in the envelope
of what we call soul (which in truth is
only a thickly woven veil of illusion)
is the eternal + divine, the Absolute
Reality; not a soul, not a personality

but the All-Self without selfishness
�the Muga no Taiga �
the Budha enwombed in karma


































